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Mr. Speaker, I ask that we too join in hon-

oring this fine organization; an organization
rich in both history and service. Once again, I
extend my praises to the Beta Alpha Omega,
and wish them another 65 years of continued
success.
f
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HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 18, 1999

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
217, had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye.’’
f

FIGHTING HUNGER FOR A QUAR-
TER OF A CENTURY: COMMEMO-
RATING BREAD FOR THE
WORLD’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sa-
lute and congratulate Bread for the World on
their 25th anniversary, and welcome Bread for
the World members from across the country
as they convene in Washington, D.C. for their
National Gathering, Silver Anniversary Cele-
bration, and Annual Lobby Day.

For 25 years, Bread for the World has
worked to end hunger and seek justice for the
poor, the hurting, and the oppressed. When
people of faith come together around the com-
mon conviction that hunger can be defeated,
great things happen. And great things have
happened over the years, as Bread for the
World has won many victories, large and
small, on behalf of the hungry and voiceless.
It has been my privilege to work with Bread for
the World on many issues over the years, and
I’ve often drawn inspiration from the energy,
dedication, and tenacity of Bread for the World
Members and staff. This organization rep-
resents our finest traditions of living faith and
civic duty, and its efforts have never been
more important.

Despite a booming economy, hunger is on
the rise, and millions of low-income Americans
are having trouble putting food on the table.
Rosy economic statistics are masking real
hardship and a deepening of poverty for many
working people and others. Across the nation,
the number of people turning to food banks
and soup kitchens for help is up substantially.
And here in the richest nation on earth, we still
have a disgracefully high child poverty rate,
with one in five of our children living in pov-
erty.

And despite tremendous progress in this
fight over the past 25 years, hunger still
threatens 800 million of the world’s people.
Large populations in Africa’s Great Lakes Re-
gion, Angola, Liberia, Somalia, Sudan, the
former Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, and
North Korea require assistance to survive.
World estimates of people requiring emer-
gency food aid to escape hunger now exceed
26 million.

We know that debt relief is hunger relief,
and that is why Bread for the World’s Debt

Relief for Poverty Reduction initiative is so
timely. This year, Bread for the World joined
together with hundreds of other organizations
working internationally to ease crippling debt
burdens that keep poor nations from investing
in the well-being of their citizens. Payments on
past debt are, on average, twice the amount
that many poor countries receive in aid. In
sub-Saharan Africa, nations are making pay-
ments of $12 billion each year on old debt—
six times the amount it would take to school
all African children. That is wrong, and I am
pleased to join with Bread for the World in
seeking to change it.

I give thanks for Bread for the World and its
members and staff for their contributions to
fighting hunger in the United States and over-
seas, and wish them continued blessings in
the years ahead, as they seek justice and an
end to hunger.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the recipients of the Discover
Card Tribute Award scholarships. The winners
were selected from over 10,000 applications
nationwide.

The Discover Card Tribute Award program
honors outstanding high school juniors across
the United States and overseas. The Tribute
Award program not only recognizes the stu-
dents scholastic achievement, but also their
community service, leadership skills, unique
talents, and goal attainment. The winners may
use their scholarships for any form of post
high school education, including trade schools
and two year colleges.

The scholarships are awarded in three cat-
egories of study: Arts and Humanities, Trade
and Technical or Science, Business and Tech-
nology. Students can receive a gold (2,500),
silver (1,750), bronze (1,250), and merit
(1,000) Tribute Award scholarship.

The winners from South Carolina are:
Melanie Almonte, Goose Creek—bronze;
Shawnta Bolden, North Charleston—bronze;
Reis Coggins, Fort Mill—silver; KoJillitta Grif-
fin, Charleston—silver; Kiti Kajana, Colum-
bia—gold; Anisa Kintz, Conway—silver;
Courtney Sandifer, Barnwell—gold; Snehal
Sarvate, Charleston—bronze; Krista Shirley,
Gilbert—gold; and Mellisa Tanner, North
Charleston—silver.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
young scholarship winners from the Palmetto
State, and I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating these students for their current
achievements, and encourage them to con-
tinue their contributions as our nation’s young
leaders.

HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL TEAM
WINS REGION FOUR (SOUTH-
EASTERN STATES) IN WE THE
PEOPLE . . . THE CITIZEN AND
THE CONSTITUTION PROGRAM

HON. BOB CLEMENT
OF TENNESSEE
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize my alma mater, Hillsboro High
School, for their victory in Region Four (South-
eastern States) of the We the People . . .
The Citizen and the Constitution program. On
May 1–3, 1999, more than 1,200 students
from across the United States came to Wash-
ington, D.C. to compete in the national finals
of this program. Through their hard work and
diligence, and led by teacher Mary Catherine
Bradshaw, State Coordinator Judy
Cannizzaro, and District Coordinator Holly
West Brewer, these young scholars gained a
profound knowledge and understanding of the
fundamental principles of our constitutional de-
mocracy.

The We the People . . . The Citizen and
the Constitution program is the most extensive
educational program in the country developed
specifically to educate young people about
both the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
The three-day national competition was mod-
eled after hearings in the U.S. Congress, con-
sisting of oral presentations by the students
before a panel of adult judges. The students
testified as constitutional experts, and their
testimony was followed by a period of ques-
tioning during which the judges probed the
students for both the depth of their under-
standing and the ability to apply their knowl-
edge to constitutional dilemmas.

Twenty-seven students from Hillsboro com-
peted in the competition, including Suchie
Brattacharyya, Rachel Bloomekatz, Kate
Caldwell, Tua Chaudahari, Lauren Collett,
Doug Conway, Rion C. Taylor, Cara Doidge,
Sarah Ettinger, Carmen Germino, Lee Griggs,
Emma Groce, Kyle Hatridge, Sarah Henn, Re-
becca Hunter, Emeily Leiserson, Meredith
Lorber, Ana Mallett, Judson Merrell, Carley
O’Shea, Rachel Roberts, J.P. Schuffman, Ash-
ley Smiley, Ashley Thompson, Ayne Wallace-
Swiggart, and Mary Williams.

Administered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, the We the People . . . program has
provided curricular materials at upper elemen-
tary, middle, and high school levels for more
than 26.5 million students nationwide. A 1994
evaluation of the program found it successful
in promoting both the toleration of dissenting
views and active participation in our political
system. I commend the students from Hills-
boro High School, as well as their teachers
and administrators, for their impressive per-
formance and wish them the best of luck in
their efforts to reach the 2000 national finals.
f

EXPANDED NUTRITION PROGRAM
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask
my colleagues to join me in observing the 30th
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